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Introduction

The SDLP had hoped that 2018 would have seen the Good Friday Agreement’s Institutions
restored and working in the way that was envisaged by the Agreement. Disappointingly this
did not happen and it denies the people of Northern Ireland the representation they
deserve at a time when we face crises in our health service, education and welfare reform
to name but a few.

Brexit remains unresolved. The SDLP is a pro-European party and we will do everything
within our power to resist the re-emergence of a border on the island of Ireland. We
supported the deal agreed by Theresa May PM with the European Union which held to the
principles of the Good Friday Agreement and allowed us to continue to trade with the EU
and avoid a hard border in Ireland.

The SDLP vision is a ‘reconciled people living in 3 united, just and prosperous new Ireland’
and we will continue to work to make our vision a reality.

Westminster Parliamentary By-election

The party contested the Westminster Parliamentary by-election held on the 3 May 2018.
QOur candidate Daniel McCrossan increased the Party vote by 5% and it was clear from
canvassing in the constituency that the electorate ware very concerned that the Northern
Ireland Assembly was not up and operating.

Local Government

Preparations for the 2019 local government elections began in 2018. The party invited
those interested in standing as a candidate to submit their names and interviews were held
throughout 2018 followed by selection conventions in the local council areas.

A number of sitting councillors decided not to run in 2018 and we would like to place on
record our sincere thanks to those councillors for their service to the community and to the
SDLP.

We would like to place on record our thanks to councillors: Maura Hickey, Patricia Rodgers
Tina Gardiner and Conor Quinn who stepped down from council in 2018. Angela
Mulholland, Causeway Coast and Glens, Paul Blake Enniskillen, Sinead McLaughlin, Derry
and Strabane, Maria Cahill, Lisburn and Castlereagh were co-opted to fill the vacancies.

Brexit

Throughout 2018, the SDLP continued to engage in the Brexit negotiations with the Irish and
British governments and our counterpartsin Europe. The deal agreed with the EU and the
British PM provided an opportunity for Northern Ireland to continue trading with the rest of
Europe and to ensure no border in Ireland. The Westminster Parliament has rejected the
deal on a number of occasions but as yet there is no clear proposals coming forward from
the Brexiteers as to what their plan is to leave Europe and to avoid a border in {reland.



The SDLP remains opposed to a hard brexit and the re-emergence of a hard border on the
island of Ireland. We believe that the best way to achieve this is to remain in the European
Union. Failing that, Northern Ireland must retain unfettered access to the Single Market and
the EU Customs Union, avoiding the need for customs or regulatory checks at the border.
We will support any means of resisting a hard border, including a second referendum.

Party Conferences/Events

On the Friday evening before conference the Party held a dinner in the Titanic Hotel to
celebrate the 20" Anniversary of the Good Friday Agreement. This was an extraordinary
evening with the John Hume Peace Medals being awarded to Seamus Mallon, Bertie Ahern
and Mark Durkan for the work which they had done to secure the Good Friday Agreement.

Prior to this John Hume Peace awards were made to founding members of the SDLP Dublin
Group Mackie Moyna (now deceased) and Paddy McKillen.

The Party’s held its Annual Conference on 7' April 2018 in the Titanic Quarter. The format
of the conference was changed to allow for a number of panel debates on social Justice,
Brexit and the Good Friday Agreement alongside motions on a number of areas.

Motions on the issue of abortion were to be debated at conference. However, the party’s
Management Committee agreed that in order to allow members to participate fully in the
debate of this sensitive issue that we held a special conference. This was arranged for 19
May 2018 in Walsh's Hotel and was very well attended by the party membership. Five
motions were presented to Conference and the decision made by the party members was
that the SDLP is a pro-life party. Individual members may comment and vote according to
their own conscience.

Assembly Group
The Assembly Group is chaired by Colin McGrath MLA and whilst the Assembly has not been

restored each of our MLAs have been given areas of responsibility to work on and develop
as Party Spokespersons.

Nichola Mallon Social Justice

Colin McGrath Children and Young People

Mark Durkan Health and Mental Wellbeing

Sinead Bradley Infrastructure and Investment

Dolores Kelly Policing and Legacy

Justin McNulty Community Development, Reconciliation and Sport
John Dallat Environment and tourism

Pat Catney Business and Enterprise

Patsy McGlone Rural Affairs

Daniel McCrossan Economy

Claire Hanna Brexit and Finance



Conferences/Roundtable discussions

SDLP representatives have attended political parties’ conferences in Ireland, Britain and
Europe. This provided the opportunity to engage across the island on Brexit, the Future of
Devolution and the Good Friday Agreement.

These events and conferences provide an invaluable netwaorking tool for engagement with
the whole spectrum of policy-makers including politicians, think-tanks and NGOs. We
attended various events at which we liaised on European and International affairs with
other social democrats working in parliaments worldwide. Many leading GB think-tanks,
including those that are known to directly influence government policy, held fringe events
throughout the week on public policy issues.

International Affairs

Brexit has dominated the agenda during the past year. Representatives from the Party have
attended various meetings with political representatives in Europe to discuss the
implications of Brexit on the island of Ireland.

Representatives have also attended a number of events/political training sessions organised
by the Party of European Socialists.

Finance

The party continues to keep expenditure under control and at the same time provide the
services that we require as a political party. The loss of the policy grant from the Electoral
Commission has presented us with further financial challenges and we have had to make
cuts in a number of areas. When staff left our employment, we did not replace them and
we are working with a much reduced pool of staff.

The party headquarters on the Ormeau Road was sold in December 2018 but we continue
to rent the ground floor as the Party headquarters.

In the current political impasse, it is difficult to raise funds but we will make every effort to
raise the funds necessary to ensure that the party can function as required.

Colin McGrath
Chairperson



Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP)
Report of the Party Officers for the year ended 31 December 2018
Financial Review

The accounts indicate a loss of £100,128 as a result of total expenditure incurred during the
year of £259,702 being in excess of total income received during the year of £161,274.

Income dropped by £75,703 as compared to the 2017 calendar year. The prime reason
behind this being due to the loss of the Electoral Commission policy grant during the year
ended 31% December 2018,

Expenditure incurred during the year has at the same time increased. This is due to the loss
on the disposal of fixed assets. Every effort must be made in the coming year to increase
income and keep a tight control on expenditure.



Social Democratic & Labour Party ('SDLP')
Report and financial statements

for the year ended 31 December 2018
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Social Democratic & Labour Party ('SDLP")
Year ended 31 December 2018

Responsibilities of the Management Committee
The Management Commitiee of the SDLP is required by the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act
2000 to prepare financial statements for each financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of

affairs of the SDLP and of its surplus or deficit for that period. In preparing those financial statements. the
Management Committee is required to:

- select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently;

- make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

- state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any material departures
disclosed and explained in the financial statements: and

- prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the
party will continue in business.

Section 41 of the Act requires that the Management Commitiee are responsible for keeping proper accounting
records which disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the SDLP and to enable
them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Act. The Management Comunitiee are also

responsible for safeguarding the assets of the party and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention
and detection of fraud and other irregularities.
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Social Democratic & Labour Party ('SDLP")

Report of the Auditors to the Management Committee of the
Social Democratic & Labour Party ('SDLP")

We have audited the financial statements of the Social Democratic and Labour Party for the year ended 31
December 2018 on pages 4 to 11 which have been prepared under the accounting policies set out on page 7.

Respective responsibilities of Management Committee and auditors

The responsibilities of the Management Committee for preparing the annual report and the financial statements
in accordance with applicablc Jaw and United Kingdom Accounting Standards are set out in the Statement of
Management Committee's Responsibilities on page 1.

Our responsibility is to audit the financial statements in accordance with relevant lcgal and regulatory
requirements and United Kingdom Auditing Standards.

We report 1o you our opinion as to whether the financial statements give a true and fair view and are properly
prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out on page 7. We also report to you if, in our opinion,
the Management Committee's Financial Review is not consistent with the financial statements, if the party has
not kepl proper accounting records or if we have not received all the infonmation and explanations we require
for our audit.

We have read the Report of the Party Officers and have considered whether it is consistent with the audited
financial statements. We have considered the implications for our report if we become aware of any apparent
misstatements or material inconsistencies within the financial statements. Qur responsibilities do not extend to
any other information.

Our report has been prepared pursuant to the requirements of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums
Act 2000 and for no other purpose. No person is entitled 1o rely upon this report by virtue of and for the
purpose of the Political Parties, Elections and Refercndums Act 2000 or has been expressly authorised to do so
by our prior written consent. Save as above, we do not accept responsiblity for this report to any other person
or for any other purpose and we hereby expressly disclaim any and all such liability.

Basis of audit opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with United Kingdom Auditing Standards issued by the Auditing
Practices Board. An audit includes examination, on a test basis, of evidence relevant to the amounts and
disclosures in the financial statements. It also includes an assessment of the significant estimates and
judgements made by the Management Committee in the preparation of the financial statements. and of whether
the accounting policies are appropriate to ihe party's circumstances, consistently applied and adequately
disclosed.

We planned and performed our audit so as to obtain all the information and explanations which we considered
necessary in order to provide us with sufficient evidence to pive reasonable assurance that the financial
statements are free from material misstatement, whether caused by fraud or other irregularity or error. in

forming our opinion we also evaluated the overall adequacy of the presentation of information in the financial
statements.
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Social Democratic & Labour Party {'SDLP")

Opinion
In our opinion the financial statements give a true and fair view of the state of the party's affairs as at 31
December 2018 and of its deficit for the year then ended and have been properly prepared in accordance with

the accounting policies set out on page 7 and the requirements of the Political Partics, Elections and
Referendums Act 2000.

Daly Park & Company Ltd
Chartered Accountants & Registered Auditors

24 June 2019
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Income

Social Democratic & Labour Party ('SDLP')

Income and expenditurc account
for the vear ended 31 December 2018

Notes

Donations & fund-raising

Membership subscriptions, affiliation fees & services
Etectoral Commission policy grant

Conference income

Other sundry i

Total Income

Expenditurc

ncome

Costs of fundraising
Campaign expenses

Running cosis
Conferences
Interest payabl
Bank charges
Depreciation

e

Loss on disposal of fixed assets
Other expenses

Tatal Expend

iture

Surplus/(deficit) for the year
befare taxation

Tax on loss on ordinary activities

Surplus/(deficit) for the year

after taxation

[ ]

2018

£

53,659
68,627
15,301
22,535

1,152

161,274

18,643
3,716
119,276
21,346
7,914
6,281
991
80,018
1,517

259,702

(100,128)

(100,128)

2017

68.851
61,638
106.488

236,977

1.219
29375
169,188
680
6.871
3.656
1.321

3.618
219928

17.049

17,049

The notes on pages 7 to 11 form an integral part of these financial statements.
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1.2,
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Social Democratic & Labour Party ('SDLP')

MNotes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2018

Accounting policies

Basis of preparation

The SDLP is not incorporated in law and is not bound by the Companies (Northern Ireland) Order
1986. The SDLP is required to prepare financial statements in accordance with the Political Parties,
Elections and Referendums Act 2000 ('PPERA'}Y. Accordingly, the financial statements have been
prepared under the historical cost convention and are in accordance with the applicable accounting
standards and the Statement of Accounts Guidance Notes issued by the Electoral Commission,

The SDLP relies on donation income to meet a large proportion of its expenditure, including most of its
non-recurring expenditure. Donation income is inherently unpredictable, but the Management
Committec is hopeful that sufTicient donations will be received to meet the needs of the SDLP.

Against this background, the Management Committee has reviewed the projected budgets for the SDLP
for 2018 and is hopeful that sufficient donation income and other funding will be generated for it 10
meet its financial obligations and remain within its overdraft facility. On this basis, the Management
Committee considers that it is appropriate to prepare the financial statements on a going concern basis.

Income recognition

Donations and constituency income are recognised when received in the form of cash, Membership
levies and affiliation fees are included when received. The SDLP does not have any trading activity.
However, certain services are provided to elected representatives and these ar¢ charged at cost. Invoiced
services are recognised within fund-raising income when the service is provided. Amounts receivable at
the year end are recorded as trade debtors. Work carried out by the SDLP by voluntcers who provide
their own time free of charge is not treated as a donation-in-kind.

Expenditure
Expenditure is recognised in the period in which it is incurred and amounts payable at the year end is
recorded as trade creditors.

Tangible fixed assets

Properties are stated at cost or at valuation, where appropriate. Other tangiblc fixed assets are stated at
cost less accumulated depreciation. Depreciation is calculated to write down the cost of these assels
concerned, generally over 4 years for computers and 5 years for other office furniture and equipment.
Depreciation is normally charged on a straight-line basis.

Leases

Rentals payable under operating leases arc charged to the income and expenditure account when
incurred. Assets are not acquired under finance leases.
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