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INTRODUCTION 
 
This Statement of Accounts provides a report of the political and financial 
activities of Stroud CLP Accounting Unit. 
 
Address: The Labour Party, Southside, 105 Victoria Street, London SW1E 6QT  
 
For the purposes of the Political Parties Elections and Referendums Act 2000 
the responsible officers are: 
 
Name Position 

Nick Harris Registered Treasurer 

Gemma Jerome Chair (Deputy Treasurer) 
 
This Statement of Accounts uses cash accounting in line with guidance issued 
by the Electoral Commission. Last year’s accounts were prepared on a cash 
basis. The figures shown for last year have not been recalculated. 
 
 
ELECTED OFFICIALS  
 
Sixteen elected councillors on Stroud District Council 
 
Three elected councillors on Gloucestershire County Council 
 
REVIEW OF POLITICAL ACTIVITIES  
 
Overview 
 
It’s safe to say the CLP has had some of its best, and worst, days during this 
past year. 
 
With a series of dramatic events in politics nationally, not least the prorogation 
of Parliament, the calendar year culminated in a snap general election 
campaign being called in December. With a strong local candidate in David 
Drew, we did what was necessary and put a solid structure in place to face the 
challenge to ensure we would be able to deliver a compelling campaign and 
encourage our supporters to come out to vote in the middle of winter. 
 
The CLP mobilised swiftly and we were able to establish a close and effective 
relationship with David Drew's central team and the Labour Group at District 
Council level, ensuring we had a Campaign Manager in place a couple of 
weeks ahead of the six week campaign. I was entirely impressed with the 
organisation and professional conduct of all of the CLP Executive Committee in 
their efforts to pull together a large, and fully committed, group of Party activists 
from across the membership. The result was an enthusiastic and vibrant 
campaign which served to bring together possibly the largest group of 
volunteers we've ever witnessed in Stroud CLP. The forward thinking of the 
CLP officers, working with the candidate's team, resulted in a number of 
innovations during this campaign, including the hiring of an empty shop in the 
centre of Stroud town, to ensure that we were able to serve the volunteers and 



 

facilitate a wide and diverse array of activities, from canvassing to mass 
meetings addressed by high-profile speakers such as Ken Loach and Paul 
Mason. Although we were not rewarded with the result we all desired, it is 
irrefutable that the energy the campaign created will serve us well in the coming 
months as we move in to elections at the district level in May 2020, and many 
people who found themselves motivated to become an active Party member 
during this period, have vowed to stay engaged and contribute as we move 
forwards. I believe this great community-building effort is in no small part due to 
the positive and constructive working relationships which form the basis of 
Stroud CLP.  
 
Although it is without surprise that the lead up to the general election dominated 
the activity of the latter half of 2019, there are other successes to be proud of. 
The CLP has gone from strength to strength in terms of recruiting elected 
officers to serve on the Executive Committee, and bring new life to ward-level 
activity at the Branch level. At the AGM in the summer of 2019, we were able to 
recruit to officer positions which had lain empty for a long time. This included a 
new member stepping up to be BAME Officer, and filling new roles created 
nationally, including Political Education Officer, Social Media Officer and Policy 
Officer. 
 
We sent three delegates to Annual Conference in September, including a Youth 
Delegate and two women, all of whom have never attended before. The 
delegates did us proud, and represented a Conference Motion sent to 
Conference by Stroud CLP. This motion, focusing on land reform, was 
ultimately successful in being adopted into the Labour Manifesto, and we are 
very proud to say we were able to influence discussions at Conference on this 
most important of issues, especially in our capacity as a primarily rural CLP. 
 
I have been honoured to be Chair during this period of high-octane activity 
within Stroud CLP, and I have no doubt that the turbulence we have all 
witnessed in national politics, with a Labour Party leadership election around 
the corner and continued uncertainty at all levels of national and international 
governance, will serve to act as a catalyst for continued collaboration and 
brilliant team working across the CLP. I look forward to working closely with the 
team of officers and wider membership - buoyed by the large turnout for our first 
All Members Meeting post-election - to shore up our efforts to protect the most 
vulnerable across our communities in Stroud, and bring the Labour Party values 
of equality and fairness through in all of our work, both within the Party and as 
we reach out to wider society. 
 
Membership 
 
Constituency members contribute to CLP activities through volunteering for 
campaigning, canvassing and leaflet delivery, office administration, as well as 
fundraising events and direct donations. The membership of Stroud CLP has 
declined slightly; the membership of the Constituency Labour Party as of the 
31st December 2019 was 1,441 compared to 1,463 at the same date the 
previous year. 


















